guaranteed by the law (as in the Scandinavian countries, the UK and, grosso modo, in the European South). In Austria, Belgium, France, Luxembourg 99-99.5 per cent of the population is insured through compulsory schemes. In Germany, the percentage of coverage is 92.2 per cent. A notable exception is the Netherlands, where compulsory health insurance covers only 60 per cent of the population.
In addition, there are considerable differences between the four countries in all aspects of the institutional matrix, the organisation and the performance, as well as the problems inherent in the health systems. If there is a common feature, it is the fact that in all four countries the NHS remains today (that is more than two decades after its introduction), Sources: OECD (1997c; 1998c) .
